
IOWA BY TRAIL

Cedar Valley Nature Trail
MILES: 52
TRAIL SURFACE: Asphalt
CITIES: Evansdale, Gilbertville, 
La Porte City, Brandon, Urbana, 
Center Point, Lafayette, Hiawatha
DIFFICULTY: Easy

TRAIL DESCRIPTION: 
This linear park follows a route 
through the Cedar River bottomlands, 
along forested banks of the river and 
across fields where stands of trees 
are punctuated by open vistas. CVNT 
is an excellent place to observe 
wildflowers and abundant wildlife. 
Deer, woodchucks, wild turkey, and 
songbirds are among the creatures 
sighted along the trail. The northern 
part of the trail (about 25 miles) is 
a designated Important Bird Area, 
where various birds have been 
sighted. The northern stretch of the 
trail also includes pocket prairies 
or areas of native remnant prairies. 
Brush and other invasives have 
been cut back, and fire has been 
introduced to help rejuvenate these 
areas. Historical landmarks, large and 
small communities, archaeological 
sites and two restored railroad depots 
also add character to the trail. CVNT 
connects to the Cedar Valley Lakes 
Trail. The trail has an asphalt surface 
from Evansdale to McFarlane Park.

TRAIL CONTACT: 
Black Hawk County Conservation
Phone: 319-433-7275
Email: conservation@co.black-hawk.ia.us

Linn County Conservation
Phone: 319-892-6450
Email: conservation@linncounty.org


